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Letter to the Editor
Obey the law in redistricting in redistricting plan may not be fair

October 17, 2011

I hope Gov. Andrew Cuomo has his veto pen ready. If Sen. Michael Nozzolio's recent memo is any indication, the Legislative Task Force on Demographic Research and Reapportionment's redistricting plan will be anything but fair.

What could be fair about artificially inflating the populations of upstate white communities while diluting the populations of downstate minority communities? Though a 2010 law requires counting inmates at their home addresses, those opposing the law may contend there is simply not time to implement it by 2012.

Nozzolio's imposition of conditions on LATFOR's address coding is clearly an attempt to "run out the clock." Why didn't Nozzolio present his proposal when LATFOR received the data last year?

If LATFOR ignores the law, more than 24,000 New York City residents will be counted as upstate residents. This is tantamount to airlifting the population of ZIP code 10039 out of Harlem, and dropping it in the Adirondacks.

At the end of 2010, Senate District 45 (bordering Canada) was home to 11 state prisons, housing 5,571 African-Americans. The total number of non-Hispanic blacks in the district was 9,092. Thus, an astonishing 61 percent of the district's African-American population is incarcerated in state prisons, compared to a mere 4 percent of the district's general population.

Three-fifths of the district's African-American population cannot vote, yet are counted as district residents to determine upstate "clout" in the Legislature. The district's numbers are eerily reminiscent of the three-fifths clause in the U.S. Constitution, which included 60 percent of slaves in the population base for calculating congressional seats and electoral votes, even though they could not vote.

Ignoring the law would sustain this appallingly unfair practice. Get the veto pen ready, Governor.

Alice P. Green

Executive director

Center for Law & Justice

Albany
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